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• CompareMaine cost & quality data update
• New reports using MHDO data
• Infection prevention education for long-term care
• MHDO’s new Data Request Portal
Issue 1 | December 2017
Message from Karynlee Harrington, Director of the Maine Quality Forum and the Maine Health 
Data Organization: 
I am delighted to introduce this first edition of the Maine Health Data Organization (MHDO) 
and Maine Quality Forum (MQF) joint newsletter. We intend to make it a quarterly publication 
and to use it to keep you in touch with news and developments which relate to the MHDO and 
MQF. In this and future editions, we will update you on our healthcare cost and quality website, 
CompareMaine.org as well as provide other relevant information as it relates to the collection and 
use of health care data and improving health care quality in the State of Maine. We are always open 
to feedback so if there are topics that you would like us to include in our newsletter please let us 
know at quarterlynewsletter.mhdo-mqf@maine.gov. Happy Holidays. 
In this issue:
Measuring Maine’s Healthcare Cost & Quality
CompareMaine Updates   
The MHDO and MQF recently released CompareMaine 
4.0. The highlights in this updated version include: 
• Cost data for over 200 health care procedures has been updated to reflect the period October 1, 
2015 - December 31, 2016
• The average total cost for a procedure at a facility is broken out by facility and professional costs, 
where applicable
 
Since launching www.comparemaine.org in October 2015, the website has had over 41,000 unique 
visitors. The top ten most searched procedures are:
• Colonoscopy with Biopsy for Noncancerous Growth
• Vaginal Delivery
• Knee Replacement
• Colonoscopy without Biopsy for Encounter for Preventive Health Services
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New Reports using MHDO Data
• Hip Replacement
• Gallbladder Removal
• New Patient Preventive Care Visit for Adult, Ages 18 to 39
• MRI Scan of Leg Joint
• MRI Scan of Lower Spinal Canal
• C-Section (Cesarean Delivery)
CompareMaine 5.0 is scheduled to be released in March 2018.
Visit CompareMaine
 
Maine gets A Grade for Price Transparency
The Price Transparency & Physician Quality Report Card 2017 by Altarum and Catalyst was released in 
early November. The report provides information on how readily consumers can find health care price 
and quality information in every state across the country.  Maine and New Hampshire are the only two 
states that earned an A in price transparency. 
 
The report states, “Maine also continues to set a high standard by collecting data in an APCD 
that includes a full scope of providers and paid amounts. The state’s price transparency website-
CompareMaine has clear and easy to understand information on health care costs, and also allows 
consumers to select facilities for comparison purposes, earning Maine an A again this year.”
View Report
 
 
MHDO Partnership with HCUP
The Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) has updated the Healthcare Cost and 
Utilization Project (HCUP) Fast Stats on Opioid-Related Hospital Use topic to include trends in the 
number of inpatient stays and emergency department (ED) visits by expected primary payer (Medicare, 
Medicaid, privately insured, and uninsured). MHDO is a partner with HCUP and sends to HCUP the 
MHDO hospital inpatient data set in order for Maine to 
be included in these analyses.
Maine’s Opioid Crisis Impacts Hospital  
Utilization:
Between 2006 and 2014, opioid-related emergency 
department visits in Maine more than doubled, 
according to hospital data collected by MHDO and 
reported to the Agency for Research and Quality. 
Maine’s opioid-related emergency department use 
continues to be higher than the national average. 
Visit the AHRQ website to learn more. 
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Source: Data drawn from Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) Healthcare Cost and 
Utilization Project (HCUP), National (Nationwide) Inpatient Sample (NIS) , 2008-2014 (all available data 
as of 10/16/17).   
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News & Updates
2016 National Healthcare Quality and Disparities Report
The Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) released the 2016 National Healthcare Quality 
and Disparities Report (QDR).
Access the report here: 
https://www.ahrq.gov/research/findings/nhqrdr/nhqdr16/index.html.
Bloodborne Pathogen & Bio-hazards Training for Long Term Care
New OSHA-funded e-learning modules have been added to MQF’s Infection Prevention Forum. The 
trainings are uniquely focused on the safety of long term care staff. Two modules focus on Bloodborne 
Pathogens, with versions specific to both clinical staff and non-clinical staff. The third module specific to 
Biological Hazards is suitable for all facility staff.
These online courses are free and available 24/7. Visit the Maine Infection Prevention Forum website at 
http://maineinfectionpreventionforum.org to get started.
Visit the MQF website to learn more.
 
MHDO Rule Change and Impact to Data Releases
Hospital Data Submitters (inpatient, outpatient and physician practices): MHDO Rule Chapter 241 - 
Uniform Reporting System for Hospital Inpatient Data Sets and Hospital Outpatient Data Sets - was 
amended in October 2017. The changes to the Rule Chapter 241 are effective beginning with the 
submission of the first quarter 2018 hospital data. 
A recording of the 11/15/17 Webinar with hospitals can be found here. 
For more information on the specific changes visit the MHDO website.  
New Data Request Portal
MHDO is pleased to announce the release of its new Data Request Portal. 
This online tool is the new way data applicants will request MHDO data. Data applicants will be able 
to track the progress of their data request through the approval process and data release. This new 
tool will streamline the process for all parties. If you are interested in accessing MHDO data you must 
register in the new portal.
https://mhdo.maine.gov/data-request-portal
Education & Training
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New Data Requests
Click here to view recently submitted MHDO data requests.
New APCD Data Dictionary
The MHDO released its new interactive APCD data dictionary which will assist data users with 
understanding the content, format and structure of the MHDO All Payer Claims (APCD) data sets. The 
data dictionary is designed to support users in:
• Improved navigation of the data elements
• Understanding relationships between data elements and which elements are included with each 
type of data release
• Access to underlying code sets
View the APCD Data Dictionary
Improving Cost of Care Discussions in the Clinical Setting
Kimberley Fox of the USM Muskie School of Public Service presented Improving Cost of Care 
Discussions in the Clinical Setting using Publicly Reported Cost Information at the Maine Public Health 
Association’s Annual Conference on October 17. The Muskie School, through a grant from the Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation, is partnering with Maine Quality Counts and MHDO to study how patients 
and healthcare providers can improve discussions about the cost of different treatment options using 
CompareMaine and other publicly-available cost information. 
Learn more
Events
The Maine Health Data Organization was established to create and maintain a useful, objective, reliable and comprehensive 
health information data warehouse that is used to improve the health of Maine citizens and to promote transparency 
of the cost and quality of healthcare in the State of Maine by collaborating with the Maine Quality Forum which was 
established in 2003 per 24-A Chapter 87 Section 6951 to monitor and improve the quality of health care in the State. 
 (207) 287-6722 | mhdo.maine.gov 
